The only other points of novelty to which attention need be called are to the occurrence of fatty deposits between the fibres of the muscle as well as in the fibres themselves, and to the appearance, noted by Hayem, of proliferation of the connective tissues in the muscles, which seems to point to some irritative process in the muscle itself. The reader will perhaps be scarcely aware of the distinct variety of progressive muscular atrophy which Duchenne has discovered in infancy; a variety it may be called, because it always begins in the face, and so is less difficult of recognition. Of the causes of progressive muscular atrophy the author says little, for he does little more than make a reference to hereditary and to previous over-exertion of the affected parts. He makes no allusion to syphilis, which at one time seemed to me to present itself as a cause, for I found that it had existed in a very large proportion of my cases; syphilis, however, is so common, and the absence of meningeal irritation in the cord is so unlike syphilis, that this cause can hardly be regarded as probable. Over-exertion has been distinctly traceable in some of my cases, the muscles involved being those which had been especially tried. These cases, however, showed little tendency to progressive invasion of other parts. 
